
Announcements

‚ A warm welcome to all our visitors and guests, friends both old and new. 
We pray that God has blessed your time among us with His Word and Holy
Spirit.  We cordially invite you to join us this morning for coffee and other
refreshments downstairs following the Divine Service; and we ask that you
please sign the guest book at the back of the church.

‚ There will be a Voters’ Meeting this morning, downstairs in the church hall
following time for coffee and refreshments.  Members of Emmaus are
encouraged to stay for the meeting.  Bible class resumes next week.

Catechesis class for younger and beginning catechumens meets at the same
time.  Older children, especially between the ages of eight and twelve, will
meet with Mike Jindra and Ian Walsh.

‚ This Wednesday, the 7th of December, Emmaus will be gathered for Advent
Evening Prayer.  This week, we remember and give thanks to God for His
servant, St. Ambrose, fourth-century Bishop of Milan and hymnwriter.

‚ The Altar flowers this morning are provided by Elfrieda Kuespert to the
glory of God, in loving memory of her husband, Clem.

‚ Please note that a new flower chart for the Year of Our Lord 2017 is now
available on the bulletin board at the back of the church.  You are welcome
to sign up to provide flowers for the Lord’s Altar to the glory of God, in
memory of loved ones, or in honor of special people and events.

‚ COLLECTIONS FOR 20 NOVEMBER 2016: $ 4,090.00

In order to meet our financial obligations and commitments, an average of
$2360 is needed each week.

‚ IN THE LORD’S SERVICE THIS LORD’S DAY:
(ELDER) Eldon Knepp; (USHERS) Matt Horner & Nicholai Stuckwisch;
(ACOLYTE) Gerhardt Stuckwisch; (ORGANIST) Dcs. Sandra Rhein;
(GREETERS) Marilyn Dulmatch & Lois Veen.

‚ Rev. D. Richard Stuckwisch, Pastor Home Phone: (574) 233 – 0574



On the Church Year

“The church festivals that center on the life of the Virgin Mary are not typical
of those of other saints or of martyrs, but they do show how saints’ days
multiplied.  Right down through the centuries the poor Virgin has been both
praised and maligned, as pious legends began to grow into doctrines. . . .

“Today there are five major festival days in the Roman calendar dedicated to
Christ’s mother.  Two of these occasions, though long ‘held in pious hearts,’ did
not become a part of Rome’s official calendar until the 20th century.  The five
major Marian festivals are: the Purification, the Annunciation, the Nativity, the
Immaculate Conception and the Assumption.

“The festivals of the Purification and the Annunciation give few Protestants any
trouble when they are properly understood.  At first these holy days seem to have
been celebrated more as events in the life of Christ than of His mother.

“In point of development the last of the great Marian feasts is the Assumption,
or as it is called in the Book of Common Prayer, The Falling Asleep of the
Blessed Virgin Mary.  In pious tradition, as distinct from doctrine, the
Assumption is one of the older festivals of the church, but as an official day of
obligation it is by far the youngest.  Along the Eastern Mediterranean the
celebration of St. Mary’s entrance into heaven seems to have been a common
holy day by the sixth century.  There it was known as the Falling Asleep, or
Dormition, of the Blessed Mother of God, or sometimes as the Transference.

“Falling on August 15, the Assumption has increased in importance with the
growth of pious legend.  Seventh-century tradition tells how Mary’s body did not
decay when she died but was miraculously transported or assumed into heaven. 
Later accounts pay less attention to her falling asleep and more to her assum-
ption, describing her as in fact resurrected and serving as Queen of Heaven.

“In the Balkans the Assumption is perhaps the greatest saint festival of the year,
and to a lesser degree in all the elder daughters of the church—Spain, Portugal,
and France, though the Orthodox Church never adopted the tradition of the
bodily assumption.

“In Sicily there is a kind of bowing procession that marks this day.  The Virgin
and her Son are carried through the streets in colorful parades.  Meeting under
an arch of flowers, which symbolizes the gateway to heaven, Jesus bows three
times to His Mother.  This, say the villagers, indicates His special joy to have her
with Him as Queen of Heaven.



“In other countries of the Mediterranean, especially in Greece and Portugal, the
Assumption is a day to bless the fishing boats and the sponge fleet.  All over
Europe it was once a day to gather herbs and bless them, that they might more
readily heal the sick.  When the Assumption was finally regularized as a required
feast of the Roman calendar, in the Marian Year of 1950, one of the formal
collects for the day recalled the blessing of herbs.

“As the Mother of Christ our Lord, the Blessed Virgin Mary certainly deserves
great honor.  She was God’s chosen vessel to bear His Son.  The problem
therefore is not so much whether we should honor and revere the Virgin Mary
but how we can keep the honor and reverence we show her from equaling or
displacing that which we owe only to Christ.

“The ancient term ‘Mother of God’ or ‘God-Bearer’ (theotokos) formulated at
the Council of Chalcedon was highly revered not only by the Christians of the
Latin and Eastern traditions but with equal fervor by the Reformers.  What is
most significant about this term is what it confesses and teaches concerning the
incarnation of the Son of God.  If honor for the Virgin tends to crowd out Christ,
it is wrong.  But if it helps us to understand the human nature of our Lord, our
reverence for her can be a worthwhile element of Christian faith.

“Today, even in the more liturgical churches, the honor once paid to the great
apostles and disciples has lapsed, except perhaps in the great churches of the
cities, and even then only when a saint’s day happens to fall on a Sunday. 
Probably this is more the fault of the modern industrial world than of any
conscious disregard.

“Of saints and of saint’s days there are hundreds of varieties.  Some, like St.
Patrick, belong to a single country — Ireland.  Others, like St. Ambrose, were
once little known beyond their own diocese—Milan.  Some are most famous in
the place where they were born — St. Anthony of Padua in Lisbon.

“Other saints, like St. George, a native of Asia Minor and patron of England,
are more legendary than historic.  Still others, like St. Valentine, are really
historic but are remembered more for secular reasons than for religious ones. 
And then there are of course the saints revered generally throughout
Christendom.

“To assign special days to all the saints, martyrs, apostles, and confessors would
take four or five times as many days as there are in the year. . . .”

(From THE YEAR OF THE LORD, by Theodore J. Kleinhans, CPH 1967)



Walking with Our Savior this Week

TODAY Divine Service of Communion   9:00 a.m.

Coffee & Refreshments Downstairs 10:30 a.m.

Voters’ Meeting / Catechesis 10:45 a.m.

MONDAY Vespers   6:00 p.m.

TUESDAY Circuit Pastors Meeting in North Judson

WEDNESDAY Children’s Choir Rehearsal   5:10 p.m.

Advent Evening Prayer   6:00 p.m.

THURSDAY Pr. Stuckwisch meeting with the Indiana District
Board of Directors in Fort Wayne

NEXT SUNDAY Divine Service of Communion   9:00 a.m.

Coffee & Refreshments Downstairs 10:30 a.m.

Catechesis / Family Bible Class 10:45 a.m.

Pr. Stuckwisch speaking on the Lord’s Supper and
the Liturgy at a circuit gathering in Rochester

You may also want to keep in mind, in your observance of daily prayer at home:

The Appointed Readings for next Sunday, the Third Sunday in Advent:
Isaiah 35:1–10; James 5:7–11; and Saint Matthew 11:2–15


