
Announcements

‚ A warm welcome to all our visitors and guests, friends both old and new. 
We pray that God has blessed your time among us with His Word and Holy
Spirit.  We cordially invite you to join us this morning for coffee and other
refreshments downstairs following the Divine Service; and we ask that you
please sign the guest book at the back of the church.

‚ Voter’s Meeting begins at 10:45 in the basement. The Family Bible class on
the Pauline Epistles of Philemon and Colossians will follow. Catechesis
classes for children are offered beginning at 10:45.  

‚ We rejoice that Albert Kenneth James, son of Seth and Rachel James, and
brother to Harold will be baptized today.  Albert was born on August 31. 

‚ Emmaus will gather on Monday at 6:30pm for Vespers. 

‚ Catechesis classes this Wednesday, September 21, meeting from 2:30 until
3:45 p.m.

Also on Wednesday (the 21st), Emmaus will be gathered to celebrate the
Feast of St. Matthew in the Divine Service beginning at 6:00 p.m.

‚ Miss a sermon? Check out Pr. Zell’s blog https://www.jeffzell.org/. Want
to read Pastor Stuckwisch’s latest? Check out his blog at
http://sword-in-hat.blogspot.com/

‚ The flowers on the Altar this morning are given in thanksgiving for the fifth
anniversary of Daniel and Eleanor Bliese.

‚ OFFERING FOR September 11: $2,879

In order to meet our financial obligations and commitments, an average of
$3243 is needed each week.



On the Epistle to the Galatians

“Paul says that he is in travail again with the Galatians, but in such a way
that the form of the children is not the form of the Apostle and that the sons do
not bear the image of Paul or of Cephas (1 Cor. 1:12) but that of another father,
namely, Christ.  ‘He is the One,’ he says, ‘whom I want to form in you, so that
in everything you feel as Christ Himself feels.  In short, I am in travail with you;
that is, I am laboring, anxiously again to call you back to your original faith,
which you lost when you were deceived by the cleverness of the false apostles
and fell back into the Law and works.  Therefore a new and difficult labor has
been laid upon me, to lead you back from the Law to faith in Christ.’  This is
what he calls ‘being in travail’ (Galatians 4:19).

“‘I could wish to be present with you now and to change my tone’ (Gal.
4:20).  These are purely apostolic concerns.  It is commonly said that a letter is
a dead messenger, because it cannot give any more than it has.  No letter is
written so carefully that nothing is lacking in it.  Circumstances vary; so do the
elements of time, place, person, custom, and attitude, none of which a letter can
express.  Therefore it affects the reader in various ways; sometimes it makes him
sad and sometimes happy, depending on how the reader feels.

“But the living voice on the other hand, is able to interpret, soften, and
correct whatever has been said in a rather harsh or intemperate way.  Therefore
Paul wishes that he could be present, so that he could modify and change his
tone as he saw that the circumstances and attitudes required.  Thus if he saw
that some of them were excessively disturbed, he could moderate his speech to
keep from saddening them too much; but if he saw that they were excessively
elated, he could rebuke them more harshly, to keep them from becoming too
smug and eventually contemptuous.

“Therefore the Apostle is at a loss to determine how to deal with them at a
distance.  It is as though he were to say: ‘If my letter is a little harsh, I am afraid
that I may offend more of you with it than I correct; if it is a little gentle, it may
accomplish nothing among the hard and unfeeling ones, because dead letters
and syllables give only what they have.  On the other hand, a living voice is a
queen in comparison with a letter; for it can add and subtract, and it can adjust
itself to all the forms and qualities of attitude, time, place, and person.  In other
words, I would like to convert you by letter, that is, call you back from the Law



to faith in Christ.  But I am afraid that I shall not accomplish this with a dead
letter.  If I were present with you, however, I could change my tone, scolding the
stubborn and soothing the weak, as the circumstances of each require.’

“‘For I am perplexed about you’ (Gal. 4:20).  That is: ‘I am so distraught
in my mind that I do not know what and how to deal with you in a letter from far
away.’  Truly apostolic feelings are being described here.  He does not miss
anything; he scolds the Galatians, beseeches them, soothes them, commends
their faith with wonderful words, and as a genuine orator presents his case with
great care and faith—all in order to call them back to the truth of the Gospel
and to win them away from the false apostles.  His words are not cold; they are
ardent and hot.  Therefore they should be carefully considered.

“‘Tell me, you who desire to be under the law, do you not hear the Law?’
(Galatians 4:21).  Paul wanted to close the Epistle here.  He did not want to
write any more.  No, he wanted to be present in person and to speak with the
Galatians.  But while he is anxious in his mind about this matter, he introduces
the following allegory [concerning Abraham and his sons, Galatians 4:22–31]
at this point; it probably occurred to him here.  The common people are deeply
moved by allegories and parables; therefore Christ also used them often.  They
are like pictures of a sort, which show things to simple people as though before
their very eyes and for this reason have a profound effect on the mind, especially
of an uneducated person.  First he strikes the ears of the Galatians with words
and writing; then with this allegory he beautifully portrays the same thing to
their eyes.”

(From Dr. Martin Luther’s Lectures on Galatians, A.D. 1535)



Walking with Our Savior this Week

TODAY Divine Service of Communion   9:00 a.m.

Coffee & Refreshments 10:30 a.m.
Voter’s Meeting 10:45 a.m.
Bible Class & Catechesis

MONDAY Vespers 6:30 p.m.

WEDNESDAY Catechesis 2:30pm
St. Matthew - Divine Service 6:00 p.m.

NEXT SUNDAY Divine Service of Communion   9:00 a.m.

Coffee & Refreshments 10:30 a.m.

Bible Class & Catechesis 10:45 a.m.

The Appointed Readings for next Sunday, the First Sunday in Angels’ Tide:
Amos 6:1-7, 1 Timothy 3:1-13, Luke 16:19-31


