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Z  DAILY CATECHESIS ON THE WAY  Z

TO AND FROM EMMAUS WITH JESUS

Z THE THIRD WEEK OF EASTER Z

“They were continually devoting themselves to the Apostolic Doctrine and
to the Communion, to the Breaking of the Bread, and to the Prayers.”

(Acts of the Apostles 2:42)

Z     Z     Z

The Solid Declaration of the Formula of Concord

XI. Election     (continued...)

For no injustice is done those who are punished and receive the wages of their sins; but
in the rest, to whom God gives and preserves His Word, by which men are enlightened,
converted, and preserved, God commends His pure [immense] grace and mercy, without
their merit.

When we proceed thus far in this article, we remain on the right [safe and royal] way,
as it is written Hos. 13:9: O Israel, thou hast destroyed thyself; but in Me is thy help.

However, as regards these things in this disputation which would soar too high and
beyond these limits, we should, with Paul, place the finger upon our lips, and remember
and say, Rom. 9:20: O man, who art thou that repliest against God?

For that we neither can nor should investigate and fathom everything in this article, the
great Apostle Paul declares [teaches by his own example], who, after having argued
much concerning this article from the revealed Word of God, as soon as he comes to the
point where he shows what God has reserved for His hidden wisdom concerning this
mystery, suppresses and cuts it off with the following words, Rom. 11:33f : O the depth
of the riches both of the wisdom and knowledge of God! How unsearchable are His
judgments, and His ways past finding out! For who hath known the mind of the Lord?
that is, outside of and beyond that which He has revealed to us in His Word.

Accordingly, this eternal election of God is to be considered in Christ, and not outside
of or without Christ. For in Christ, the Apostle Paul testifies, Eph. 1:4f , He hath chosen
us before the foundation of the world, as it is written: He hath made us accepted in the
Beloved. This election, however, is revealed from heaven through the preaching of His
Word, when the Father says, Matt. 17:6: This is My beloved Son, in whom I am well
pleased; hear ye Him. And Christ says, Matt. 11:28: Come unto Me, all ye that labor and
are heavy laden, and I will give you rest. And concerning the Holy Ghost Christ says,
John 16:14: He shalt glorify Me; for He shall receive of Mine, and shall show it unto
you.  Thus the entire Holy Trinity, God Father, Son, and Holy Ghost, directs all men to
Christ, as to the Book of Life, in whom they should seek the eternal election of the
Father. For this has been decided by the Father from eternity, that whom He would save
He would save through Christ, as He [Christ] Himself says, John 14:6: No man cometh
unto the Father but by Me. And again, John 10:9: I am the Door; by Me, if any man
enter in, he shall be saved.

However, Christ, as the only-begotten Son of God, who is in the bosom of the Father, has
announced to us the will of the Father, and thus also our eternal election to eternal life,
namely, when He says, Mark 1:15: Repent ye, and believe the Gospel; the kingdom of
God is at hand. Likewise He says, John 6:40: This is the will of Him that sent Me, that
every one which seeth the Son and believeth on Him may have everlasting life. And again
[John 3: 16: God so loved the world, etc. [that He gave His only-begotten Son, that
whosoever believeth in Him should not perish, but have everlasting life].



The Third Week of Easter 4 – 10 May 2025

This Week in the Church Year

Our Lord Jesus is the Good Shepherd. He is not like the hireling, who cares nothing for
the sheep and only for himself, who flees when he sees the wolf coming. Rather, Jesus is
the Good Shepherd who seeks out His scattered sheep to deliver them. He gathers them
and feeds them in rich pasture. He binds up the broken and strengthens the sick. He lays
down His life for wandering and wayward sheep. On the Cross, Christ bore in His Body
the attacks of the predators of sin and death and the devil for you that you might be
saved. He now lives to restore your soul in the still waters of Baptism, to lead you in the
paths of righteousness by the voice of His Gospel, to prepare the table of His Holy
Supper before you, that you may dwell in the house of the Lord forever. "For you were
straying like sheep, but have now returned to the Shepherd and Bishop of your souls." 

Emphasis: The Good Shepherd Cares for His Sheep

The Order of Daily Catechesis in Word and Prayer

Pray and confess out loud as much from the order of daily catechesis as you and your
family are able.  Learn by heart the verse, catechism, and hymn of the week.

[The Opening Versicles and Psalmody]:

O Lord, open my lips. And my mouth will declare Your praise.

Make haste, O God, to deliver me. Make haste to help me, O Lord.

Psalm 23 (and/or one or more of the appointed Psalms listed below)

Psalms Sunday Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday Saturday

Morning 36; 93;
150

97; 145 98; 146 99; 147:1-
11

47;
147:12-20

96; 148 92; 149

Evening 136; 117 124; 115 66; 116 8; 118 68; 113 50; 138 23; 114

Glory be to the Father and to the Son and to the Holy Spirit;
As it was in the beginning, is now, and will be forever.  Amen.

The Verse: St. John 10:11, 27-28

I AM the Good Shepherd. My sheep hear My voice, and I know
them, and they follow Me. I give them eternal life.

Readings for the Third Week of Easter:

Sunday, 4 May 2025  (Friedrich Wyneken, Pastor & Missionary)      

Exodus 32:15–35; St. Luke 6:39–49

Monday, 5 May 2025  (Frederick the Wise, Christian Ruler)      

Exodus 33:1–23; St. Luke 7:1–17

Tuesday, 6 May 2025

Exodus 34:1–28; St. Luke 7:18–35

Wednesday, 7 May 2025  (C.F.W. Walther, Lutheran Theologian)        

Exodus 34:29—35:21; St. Luke 7:36–50

Thursday, 8 May 2025 

Exodus 38:21—39:8, 22–23, 27–31; St. Luke 8:1–21

Friday, 9 May 2025  (The Patriarch Job)      

Exodus 39:32—40:16; St. Luke 8:22–39

Saturday, 10 May 2025 

Exodus 40:17–38; St. Luke 8:40–56

O Lord, have mercy on us. Thanks be to God.



The Catechism: The Sacrament of the Altar

What is the Sacrament of the Altar? 

It is the true Body and Blood of our Lord Jesus Christ
under the bread and wine, instituted by Christ Himself
for us Christians to eat and to drink.

The Hymn of the Week

“THE KING OF LOVE MY SHEPHERD IS” LSB #709

[Daily Prayer: Invocation, Apostles’ Creed, Kyrie Eleison, and the Our Father]:

In the Name Z of the Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit.  Amen.

I believe in God the Father Almighty, Maker of heaven and earth.  And
in Jesus Christ, His only Son, our Lord; Who was conceived by the Holy
Spirit, born of the Virgin Mary, suffered under Pontius Pilate, was
crucified, died and was buried; He descended into hell; The third day He
rose again from the dead; He ascended into heaven, and sits at the right
hand of God the Father Almighty; From thence He will come to judge the
living and the dead.  I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy Christian Church,
the Communion of Saints, the forgiveness of sins, the resurrection of the
body, and Z the life everlasting.  Amen.

Lord, have mercy upon us.

Christ, have mercy upon us.

Lord, have mercy upon us.

Our Father Who art in heaven.  Hallowed be Thy Name.  Thy Kingdom
come.  Thy Will be done on earth as it is in heaven.  Give us this day our
daily bread, and forgive us our trespasses, as we forgive those who trespass
against us.  And lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil.  For
Thine is the Kingdom and the Power and the Glory forever & ever.  Amen.

[The Collects of the Week, Intercessions for each day of the week, and Special Petitions]:

Collect for Misericordia Domini:

God, who by the humiliation of Your Son did raise up the fallen world,
grant unto Your faithful ones perpetual gladness, and those whom You
have delivered from the danger of everlasting death do make partakers of
eternal joys; through the same Jesus Christ, Your Son, our Lord, who lives
and reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 
(Amen)

Daily Themes for Intercessory Prayer:

Sunday: For the joy of the Resurrection; for the faithful preaching and hearing of
God’s Word; for the fruit of faith nourished by the Word and Sacraments.

Monday: For faith to live in the promises of Holy Baptism; for vocations and daily
work; for the unemployed; for the salvation and well-being of our neigh-
bors; for Resurrection Lutheran Academy and other schools, our home
schools, our colleges and seminaries; for good government and peace.

Tuesday: For deliverance against temptation and evil; for the addicted and despair-
ing; for the tortured and oppressed; for those struggling with sin.

Wednesday: For marriage and family, that husbands and wives, parents and children
live in ordered harmony according to the Word of God; for parents who
must rear their children alone; for our communities and neighborhoods.

Thursday: For the Church and her pastors; for missionaries, teachers, deaconesses,
and other servants of Christ and His Church; for the fruitful and salutary
use of the blessed Sacrament of the Lord’s Body and Blood.

Friday: For the preaching of the holy cross of our Lord Jesus Christ; for its spread
throughout the whole world; for the persecuted; for the sick and dying.

Saturday: For faithfulness to the end; for the renewal of those who are withering in
the faith or have fallen away; for pastors as they prepare to administer
Christ’s holy gifts; for receptive hearts and minds on the Lord’s Day.

In our Prayers this Week at Emmaus:

Rachel Barrett, Anna Hart, Monica Sams, Theresa Lippincott, Melissa
Rodriguez, Dawn Schnare, Alyssa Horner, Emma Patterson, Hannah Walsh,
Melanie Sorenson, and all expectant mothers, their husbands and families, and
their unborn children.

[The Daily Morning or Evening Prayer, the Benedicamus, and the Benediction]:

(Morning):  We thank You, Lord
God, heavenly Father, through
Jesus Christ, Your dear Son,
that You have graciously kept us
this night from all harm and
danger; and we pray that You
would keep us this day also from
sin and every evil, that all our
doings and life may please You;
f o r  i n t o  Y o u r  h a n d s  w e
commend our-selves, our bodies
and souls and all things; let Your
holy Angel be with us, that the
wicked foe may have no power
over us.  Amen.

(Evening):  We thank You, Lord
God, heavenly Father, through
Jesus Christ, Your dear Son,
that You have graciously kept
us this day from all harm and
danger; and we pray that You
would forgive us all our sins,
wherever we have done wrong,
and graciously keep us this
night; for into Your hands we
commend ourselves, our bodies
and souls and all things; let
Your holy Angel be with us,
that the wicked foe may have no
power over us.  Amen.

Let us bless the Lord. Thanks be to God.



The Grace of our Lord Jesus Christ and the Love of God and the
Communion of the Holy Spirit Z be with us all.  Amen.

Then, if it is in the morning, go joyfully to your work, according to your vocations in
life, in faith toward God and in love toward your neighbor; or, if it is at the close of the
day, go to sleep at once and in good cheer.

Commemoration of Friedrich Wyneken, Pastor & Missionary Sunday, 4 May
Friedrich Wyneken is one of the founding fathers of The Lutheran Church—Missouri Synod,

along with C.F.W. Walther and Wilhelm Sihler. Born in 1810 in Germany, he came to Baltimore
in 1838 and shortly thereafter accepted the Lord’s Divine Call to be the pastor of congregations
in Friedheim and Fort Wayne, Indiana. Supported by Wilhelm Löhe’s mission society, Wyneken
served as an itinerant missionary in Indiana, Ohio and Michigan, particularly among the Native
Americans. Together with Löhe and Sihler, he founded Concordia Theological Seminary in 1846
in Fort Wayne. He later served as the second president of the LCMS during a period of significant
growth (1850-64). His leadership strongly influenced the confessional character of the LCMS and
its commitment to an authentic Lutheran witness.

Commemoration of Frederick the Wise, Christian Ruler Monday, 5 May
Frederick the Wise, elector of Saxony from 1486 to 1525, was Martin Luther’s sovereign in

the early years of the Reformation. In fact, were it not for Frederick, there might not have been
a Lutheran Reformation. Born in Torgau in 1463, he became so well known for his skill in
political diplomacy and his sense of justice and fairness that he was called “the Wise” by his
subjects. Though he never met Luther, Frederick repeatedly protected and provided for him. In
all likelihood he saved the reformer from a martyr’s fate. Frederick refused the pope’s demand
to extradite Luther to Rome for a heresy trial in 1518. When Emperor Charles V declared Luther
an outlaw in 1521 at the Diet of Worms, Frederick provided sanctuary for Luther at the Wartburg
castle. On his deathbed, Frederick received the Lord’s Supper in both kinds (that is to say, both
the Body and the Blood of Christ)—which was itself a clear confession of the evangelical faith.

Commemoration of C.F.W. Walther, Lutheran Theologian Wednesday, 7 May
Carl Ferdinand Wilhelm Walther (1811-87), the father of The Lutheran Church—Missouri

Synod, served as its first president from 1847 to 1850 and then again from 1864 to 1878. In 1839
he emigrated from Saxony, Germany, with other Lutherans who settled in Missouri. He served as
pastor of several congregations in St. Louis, founded Concordia Seminary, and in 1847 was in-
strumental in the formation of the LCMS (at that time known as the Evangelical Lutheran Synod
of Missouri, Ohio, and Other States). Walther worked tirelessly to promote confessional Lutheran
teaching and doctrinal agreement among all Lutherans in the United States. He was a prolific
writer and speaker. Among his most influential works are Church and Ministry and The Proper
Distinction between Law and Gospel.

Commemoration of the Patriarch Job Friday, 9 May
Job was a blameless and upright man who came from Uz (Job 1:1), a land northeast of

Canaan. The Book of Job examines the depths of his faith, which was severely tested through the
sufferings God permitted. Despite the sudden death of his ten children and the loss of all his
wealth and his health, Job refused to curse God: “Naked I came from my mother’s womb, and
naked shall I return; the Lord gave, and the Lord has taken away; blessed be the name of the
Lord” (1:21). Still, in the midst of his tribulations, Job questioned the meaning and purpose of
suffering to the point of asserting his own righteousness (34:5-6). Finally, the Lord revealed that
a man cannot know the mysteries of God (chapters 38-41). Job’s faith in his Redeemer and the
resurrection prevailed (19:25-27). In the end the Lord restored his wealth and blessed him with

another seven sons and three daughters.

Let each his lesson learn with care, and all the household well shall fare.

Looking forward to Jubilate  (Easter IV) 11 May 2025

Hymns:
ES  #25 Hallelujah! Jesus Lives!
LSB #460 Victimae Paschali laudes
LSB #483 With High Delight Let Us Unite
LSB #793 Praise, My Soul, the King of Heaven
ES  #28 Welcome, Happy Morning
LSB #760 What God Ordains Is Always Good
LSB #737 Rejoice, My Heart, Be Glad and Sing
LSB #487 Come, You Faithful, Raise the Strain

Isaiah 40:25-31: Though you must experience sorrow for a time, though you
must live as strangers in a world that is at enmity with Christ, yet your sorrow
will be turned to joy when He returns.  

I Peter 2:11-20: The people of God are pilgrims and sojourners in this world,
looking ahead to a destination yet to come, the fullness of what we shall be has
not yet been revealed.

St. John 16:16-22: We are those who wait on the Lord. Yet Jesus tells us that
the wait is just a little while. The little while of weeping shall be replaced with
an eternity of rejoicing in the presence of Christ the crucified and risen Savior.
"And no one will take your joy from you."


